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You must answer five questions in all, one question from each section and one other question.

Section A
1

Account for the immense military and political success of the Umayyad dynasty in the century of
their rule.
[20]

2

Can the ‘Abbasids’ overthrow of the Umayyads be attributed to any single individual? Give reasons
to support your answer.
[20]

3

Compare the cultural and intellectual achievements of the Umayyads between 661 and 750 and
the ‘Abbasids between 750 and 850.
[20]

Section B
4

‘Al-Shafi‘i was the greatest legal mind of the early Islamic period.’ Discuss this opinion.

[20]

5

Comparing the methods used by the collectors of the six canonical collections of Hadith and earlier
Hadith collectors, explain how the six canonical collections can claim to be reliable.
[20]

6

The Mu‘tazilah emphasised the importance of human reason as a source of knowledge. Why did
many Muslims oppose them in this?
[20]

Section C
7

Consider the main differences between the position of Khalifah in Sunni thought and Imam in Shi‘i
thought.
[20]

8

(a) Outline the main features of a Sufi tariqah.

[5]

(b) In the tariqah, describe the relationship between the shaykh (also known as the murshid ) and
the murid.
[5]

9

(c) Explain why fana’ (‘passing away’) is the aim of the majority of Sufis.

[10]

With reference to one or more major experts, explain the main aims of Islamic philosophy.

[20]
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Section D
10 Write an account of the main contributions to Islamic religious and political thought of any two of
the following: Hasan al-Banna’, Muhammad Iqbal, Abu A‘la al-Mawdudi.
[20]

11 (a) Outline the main teachings of the Qur’an about relations between Muslims and people of
other faiths.
[10]
(b) Choosing a country that you know, explain how far these teachings can guide Muslims today
in their relations with others.
[10]

12 ‘In Islam, women are less important than men.’ Give reasons to support or reject this statement.
[20]
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