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Answer two questions.
Section A: Family

1

In modern industrial societies there are many demographic trends that are changing families and
relationships. Marriage, birth and death rates have all been affected in various ways and with
many different consequences. Indeed, whether marriage is still seen to be important today is now
a matter for debate.
(a) What is meant by the term ‘demographic trend’?

[2]

(b) Describe two reasons for the rise in divorce rates.

[4]

(c) Explain how an ageing population is affecting family life.

[6]

(d) Explain why the birth rate has fallen in most modern industrial societies.

[8]

(e) To what extent is marriage still seen to be important in modern industrial societies?

[15]

Section B: Education

2

Educational achievement is argued to be linked to many things, one of which is IQ Tests. Different
types of education exist to suit the needs of all students, a recent example of which is vocationalism.
Some sociologists still believe, however, that male and female students do not receive the same
opportunities and experiences within education and that this affects their levels of achievement.
(a) What is meant by the term ‘IQ Tests’?

[2]

(b) Describe two ways that the peer group a child belongs to can affect his or her educational
achievement.
[4]
(c) Explain how vocationalism is different from other types of education.

[6]

(d) Explain why tests used to measure intelligence may not be accurate.

[8]

(e) To what extent is there equality of opportunity for male and female students in education?
[15]
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Section C: Crime, deviance and social control

3

Some social groups seem to commit more crime than others. There is a range of sociological
explanations, including inadequate socialisation, to explain these crime rates. Other sociologists
disagree, however, believing it is more about factors such as status frustration.
(a) What is meant by the term ‘inadequate socialisation’?

[2]

(b) Describe two patterns of crime linked to age.

[4]

(c) Explain how gender affects crime rates.

[6]

(d) Explain why primary socialisation may cause some people to commit crime.

[8]

(e) To what extent does status frustration explain why some individuals commit crime?

[15]

Section D: Media

4

We have now entered a new era in the media world where citizen journalism has become the
norm. However, many sociologists believe owners still decide what the audience receives in both
the new and traditional media.
(a) What is meant by the term ‘citizen journalism’?

[2]

(b) Describe two examples of the digital divide.

[4]

(c) Explain how new media are different from traditional media.

[6]

(d) Explain why advertising has an important role to play in the media industry.

[8]

(e) To what extent do media owners determine the content of the media?
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[15]
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