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Section A
1

(a) Explain how the educational performance of working class boys may be affected by
traditional ideas of masculinity.
0–4

At this level, there may be little or no reference to relevant sociological sources.
Answers may rely on general knowledge and/or personal observation. Explanations
will be brief and cover only a narrow range of relevant points. A few observations
about masculinity, with no clear links to educational performance, would be worth up
to 2 marks. Likewise, a few general points about the impact of social class
background and/or gender on educational achievement can score up to 2 marks. A
simple account of a few ways in which ideas about masculinity might influence
educational performance would fit the higher part of the band.

5–9

At this level, there will be some use of relevant sociological sources, such as
concepts, theories and explanations. Answers will cover a range of points and show
a sound understanding of the issues raised by the question. A sound account of a
few ways in which ideas about masculinity might influence the educational
performance of working class boys would be worth up to 7 marks. To go higher, the
account would have to be more detailed (for example, by including references to
relevant studies/thinkers) and/or cover a wider range of points.

(b) Assess the extent to which the educational performance of girls is influenced by the
hidden curriculum.
0–6

At this level, there may be little or no reference to relevant sociological sources.
Answers may rely on general knowledge and/or personal observation. Explanations
will be brief and cover only a narrow range of relevant points. A few observations
about the educational performance of girls, with no clear links to the hidden
curriculum, would be worth up to 3 marks. An attempt to explain what is meant by
the hidden curriculum, with little or no reference to the educational performance of
girls, would fit the higher part of the band.

7–11

Answers at this level will provide a sound account of debates about the relationship
between the hidden curriculum and the educational performance of girls. There will
be some use of relevant sociological sources, such as concepts, theories and
explanations. Answers will cover a range of points and show a sound understanding
of the issues raised by the question. An accurate but underdeveloped account of a
few ways in which the hidden curriculum may influence the educational performance
of girls would be worth up to 9 marks. To go higher within this band the account
would need to be more detailed (more use of theory or studies, for example) and/or
cover a wider range of relevant points.
There is no requirement for assessment at this level although it may be present

12–16

Answers that fit this band will demonstrate a good understanding of debates the
relationship between the hidden curriculum and the educational performance of
girls. There will also be an assessment of the view on which the question is based.
Lower in the band, the assessment may rely on a juxtaposition of different
explanations for the educational performance of girls, including explanations which
focus on the role of the hidden curriculum. To go higher, there must be some explicit
analysis of the extent to which the educational performance of girls is influenced by
the hidden curriculum.
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Answers at this level must achieve three things:
First, there will be good sociological knowledge and understanding.
Second, the material used will be interpreted accurately and applied effectively to
answering the question.
Third, there must also be some evidence of assessment.
2

(a) Explain why compensatory education often fails to improve the educational
performance of disadvantaged groups.
0–4

At this level, there may be little or no reference to relevant sociological sources.
Answers may rely on general knowledge and/or personal observation. Explanations
will be brief and cover only a narrow range of relevant points. A few points about
compensatory education, with no clear links to the educational performance of
disadvantaged groups, would be worth up to 2 marks. A few simple points about the
limitations of compensatory education programmes would fit the higher part of the
band. An answer that identifies some of the barriers to the educational achievement
of disadvantaged groups, without direct reference to the limitations of compensatory
education, could gain up to 4 marks.

5–9

At this level, there will be some use of relevant sociological sources, such as
concepts, theories and explanations. Answers will cover a range of points and show
a sound understanding of the issues raised by the question. A sound account of a
few reasons why programmes of compensatory education often fail to improve the
educational performance of disadvantaged groups would be worth up to 7 marks. To
go higher, the account must be more detailed (perhaps distinguishing between
different disadvantaged groups, citing examples of specific programmes, or referring
to relevant studies) and/or cover a wider range of limitations of compensatory
education programmes.

(b) ‘Poverty remains the main obstacle to educational equality.' Assess this view.
0–6

At this level, there may be little or no reference to relevant sociological sources.
Answers may rely on general knowledge and/or personal observation. Explanations
will be brief and cover only a narrow range of relevant points. A few observations
about what is meant by educational equality would be worth up to 3 marks. Some
simple points about the impact of poverty on educational achievement, with no
tighter links to the question, would be worth up to 6 marks.

7–11

Answers at this level will provide a sound account of debates about the relationship
between poverty and inequality within education. There will be some use of relevant
sociological sources, such as concepts, theories and explanations. Answers will
cover a range of points and show a sound understanding of the issues raised by the
question. An accurate but underdeveloped account of a few ways in which poverty
may be an obstacle to achieving equality in education would be worth up to 9 marks.
To go higher within this band, the account would need to be more detailed (for
example, investigating what is meant by equality in education, referencing relevant
studies, or making links with appropriate theories) and/or cover a wider range of
ways in which poverty affects educational performance.
There is no requirement for assessment at this level although it may be present.
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Answers that fit this band will demonstrate a good understanding of debates about
the relationship between poverty and inequality within education. There will also be
an assessment of the view on which the question is based. Lower in the band, the
assessment may rely on the juxtaposition of different explanations for inequality in
education, including those that rely on the concept of poverty. To go higher, there
must be some explicit analysis of the extent to which poverty is an obstacle to
educational equality.
Answers at this level must achieve three things:
First, there will be good sociological knowledge and understanding.
Second, the material used will be interpreted accurately and applied effectively to
answering the question.
Third, there must also be some evidence of assessment.
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Section B
3

(a) Explain the difficulty of controlling the birth rate in developing countries.
0–4

At this level, there may be little or no reference to relevant sociological sources.
Answers may rely on general knowledge and/or personal observation. Explanations
will be brief and cover only a narrow range of relevant points. A few observations
about the problems of population growth in general in developing countries, with no
clear links to the birth rate, would be worth up to 2 marks. A few simple points about
the difficulty of controlling the birth rate in developing countries would fit the higher
part of the band.

5–9

At this level, there will be some use of relevant sociological sources, such as
concepts, theories and explanations. Answers will cover a range of points and show
a sound understanding of the issues raised by the question. A sound account of a
few reasons why it may be difficult to control the birth rate in developing countries
would be worth up to 7 marks. To go higher, the account would need to be more
detailed (for example, referring to relevant studies or emprical evidence, or
discussing the situation in particular countries) and/or cover a wider range of
relevant difficulties.

(b) Assess the view that environmental concerns must be taken into account in any
model of development.
0–6

At this level, there may be little or no reference to relevant sociological sources.
Answers may rely on general knowledge and/or personal observation. Explanations
will be brief and cover only a narrow range of relevant points. A few points about
environmental concerns, with no clear links to models of development, would be
worth up to 3 marks. A discussion of models (or definitions) of development, with
little or no reference to environmental concerns, would fit the higher part of the band.

7–11

Answers at this level will provide a sound account of different models of
development and the importance of environmental concerns within those debates.
There will be some use of relevant sociological sources, such as concepts, theories
and explanations. Answers will cover a range of points and show a sound
understanding of the issues raised by the question. An accurate but underdeveloped
account of a few reasons why environmental concerns might be given priority in any
model of development would be worth up to 9 marks. To go higher within this band,
the account would need to be more detailed (for example, by making good links to
particular theories or studies) and/or cover a wider range of relevant points.
There is no requirement for assessment at this level although it may be present.

12–16

Answers that fit this band will demonstrate a good understanding of different models
of development and the importance of environmental concerns within those debates.
There will also be an assessment of the view on which the question is based. Lower
in the band, the assessment may rely on the juxtaposition of different models of
development, including models that give priority to environmental concerns. To go
higher, there must be some explicit analysis of the view that environmental concerns
should be given priority in any model of development.
Answers at this level must achieve three things:
First, there will be good sociological knowledge and understanding.
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Second, the material used will be interpreted accurately and applied effectively to
answering the question.
Third, there must also be some evidence of assessment.
4

(a) Explain the modernisation theory of development.
0–4

At this level, there may be little or no reference to relevant sociological sources.
Answers may rely on general knowledge and/or personal observation. Explanations
will be brief and cover only a narrow range of relevant points. A few observations
about development, with no clear links to modernisation theory, would be worth up
to 2 marks. A few simple points about modernisation theory, with no further
development, would fit the higher part of the band.

5–9

At this level, there will be some use of relevant sociological sources, such as
concepts, theories and explanations. Answers will cover a range of points and show
a sound understanding of the issues raised by the question. A sound account of a
few features of modernisation theory would be worth up to 7 marks. To go higher,
the account must be more detailed (for example, referencing particular
modernisation theorists or placing the theory in the wider context of debates about
how to explain development) and/or cover a wider range of points about the theory.

(b) ‘Global capitalism is the main cause of poverty in developing countries.’ Assess this
view.
0–6

At this level, there may be little or no reference to relevant sociological sources.
Answers may rely on general knowledge and/or personal observation. Explanations
will be brief and cover only a narrow range of relevant points. A few points about the
nature of poverty in developing countries, with no reference to capitalism, would be
worth up to 3 marks. An attempt to explain what is meant by global capitalism, with
no clear links to issues of poverty in developing countries, would fit the higher part of
the band.

7–11

Answers at this level will provide a sound account of the nature of global capitalism
and its possible links to poverty in developing countries. There will be some use of
relevant sociological sources, such as concepts, theories and explanations.
Answers will cover a range of points and show a sound understanding of the issues
raised by the question. An accurate but underdeveloped account of a few links
between poverty and global capitalism would be worth up to 9 marks. To go higher
within this band, the account must be more detailed (for example, including
references to studies, theories, research evidence) and/or cover a wider range of
links between global capitalism and poverty.
There is no requirement for assessment at this level although it may be present.
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Answers that fit this band will demonstrate a good understanding of the nature of
global capitalism and its possible links to poverty in developing countries. There will
also be an assessment of the view on which the question is based. Lower in the
band, the assessment may rely on a juxtaposition of different theories of
development, including those which identify links between global capitalism and
poverty in developing countries. To go higher, there must be an explicit assessment
of whether global capitalism is the main cause of poverty in developing countries.
Answers at this level must achieve three things:
First, there will be good sociological knowledge and understanding.
Second, the material used will be interpreted accurately and applied effectively to
answering the question.
Third, there must also be some evidence of assessment.
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Section C
5

(a) Explain how patterns of media use may vary between social groups.
0–4

At this level, there may be little or no reference to relevant sociological sources.
Answers may rely on general knowledge and/or personal observation. Explanations
will be brief and cover only a narrow range of relevant points. A few observations
about media use, with no clear links to particular social groups, would be worth up to
2 marks. A few simple points about how patterns of media use may vary between
social groups would fit the higher part of the band. Answers that focus on how media
representations of social groups differ, rather than how different social groups use
the media, can achieve no more than 4 marks.

5–9

At this level, there will be some use of relevant sociological sources, such as
concepts, theories and explanations. Answers will cover a range of points and show
a sound understanding of the issues raised by the question. A sound account of a
few ways in which patterns of media use may vary between social groups would be
worth up to 7 marks. To go higher, the account would need to be more detailed (for
example, through good use of studies or an extended focus on the media uses of
particular groups) or cover a wider range of relevant points.

(b) ‘Governments are powerless to control the new media.’ Assess this view.
0–6

At this level, there may be little or no reference to relevant sociological sources.
Answers may rely on general knowledge and/or personal observation. Explanations
will be brief and cover only a narrow range of relevant points. A few observations
about the difficulties governments may face in controlling the media in general would
be worth up to 3 marks. Answers that provide an account of the power of the new
media, without linking the material clearly to the impact on the powers of
government, would fit the higher part of the band. An account of who controls the
media in general, with few or no specific links to the new media or references to
government control, could gain up to 6 marks.

7–11

Answers at this level will provide a sound account of the powers of the new media
and the impact upon issues of government control of the media. There will be some
use of relevant sociological sources, such as concepts, theories and explanations.
Answers will cover a range of points and show a sound understanding of the issues
raised by the question. An accurate but underdeveloped account of a few reasons
why governments may face difficulties in controlling the new media would be worth
up to 9 marks. To go higher within this band, the account would need to be more
detailed (perhaps including references to studies and thinkers) and/or cover a wider
range of relevant points.
There is no requirement for assessment at this level although it may be present.
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Answers that fit this band will demonstrate a good understanding of the powers of
the new media and the impact upon issues of government control of the media.
There will also be an assessment of the view on which the question is based. Lower
in the band, the assessment may rely on a juxtaposition of points for and against the
view that the new media are very powerful. To go higher, the assessment must
include an explicit analysis of the extent to which governments face difficulties in
controlling the new media.
Answers at this level must achieve three things:
First, there will be good sociological knowledge and understanding.
Second, the material used will be interpreted accurately and applied effectively to
answering the question.
Third, there must also be some evidence of assessment.

6

(a) Explain the strengths and limitations of using content analysis to study the media.
0–4

At this level, there may be little or no reference to relevant sociological sources.
Answers may rely on general knowledge and/or personal observation. Explanations
will be brief and cover only a narrow range of relevant points. An attempt to define
what is meant by content analysis, with no further links to the question, would be
worth up to 2 marks. A few simple points about the strengths and/or limitations of
using content analysis to study the media would fit the higher part of the band.

5–9

At this level, there will be some use of relevant sociological sources, such as
concepts, theories and explanations. Answers will cover a range of points and show
a sound understanding of the issues raised by the question. A sound account of a
few strengths and limitations of using content analysis to study the media would be
worth up to 7 marks. To go higher, the account would need to be more detailed (for
example, by including references to relevant studies/thinkers) and/or cover a wider
range of strengths and limitations.

(b) ‘Media content accurately reflects the diversity of interests in society.’ Assess this
claim.
0–6

At this level, there may be little or no reference to relevant sociological sources.
Answers may rely on general knowledge and/or personal observation. Explanations
will be brief and cover only a narrow range of relevant points. A few observations
about media content, with no clear links to whose interests that content reflects,
would be worth up to 3 marks. A few simple points about the interests that are
represented through the media would fit the higher part of the band.

7–11

Answers at this level will provide a sound account of the debates about the interests
that are represented through the media. There will be some use of relevant
sociological sources, such as concepts, theories and explanations. Answers will
cover a range of points and show a sound understanding of the issues raised by the
question. An accurate but underdeveloped account of the idea that media content
accurately reflects the diversity of interests in society would be worth up to 9 marks.
To go higher within this band, the account would need to be more detailed (for
example, it might include references to particular interests and how they are
represented by the media) and/or cover a wider range of relevant points.
© UCLES 2016
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There is no requirement for assessment at this level although it may be present
12–16

Answers that fit this band will demonstrate a good understanding of debates about
the interests that are represented through the media. There will also be an
assessment of the view on which the question is based. Lower in the band, the
assessment may rely on a juxtaposition of different theories of the media, including
the pluralist view that media content reflects the diversity of interests in society. To
go higher, there must be some explicit assessment of the idea that media content
accurately reflects the diversity of interests in society.
Answers at this level must achieve three things:
First, there will be good sociological knowledge and understanding.
Second, the material used will be interpreted accurately and applied effectively to
answering the question.
Third, there must also be some evidence of assessment.
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Section D
7

(a) Explain how religion may support male interests.
0–4

At this level, there may be little or no reference to relevant sociological sources.
Answers may rely on general knowledge and/or personal observation. Explanations
will be brief and cover only a narrow range of relevant points. A few observations
about the nature of religion, with no clear links to the role of religion in maintaining
the status quo, would be worth up to 2 marks. A few simple points about how
religion may support male interests would fit the higher part of the band.

5–9

At this level, there will be some use of relevant sociological sources, such as
concepts, theories and explanations. Answers will cover a range of points and show
a sound understanding of the issues raised by the question. A sound account of a
few ways in which religion may support male interests would be worth up to 7
marks. To go higher, the account would need to be more detailed (perhaps through
references to studies/ theories/thinkers) and/or cover a wider range of relevant
points.

(b) ‘Religion is no longer an important aspect of public life.’ Assess this view.
0–6

At this level, there may be little or no reference to relevant sociological sources.
Answers may rely on general knowledge and/or personal observation. Explanations
will be brief and cover only a narrow range of relevant points. A few simple points
about the nature of religion, with no clear links to the view expressed in the question,
would be worth up to 3 marks. One or two simple points about the social
significance of religion today would fit the higher part of the band.

7–11

Answers at this level will provide a sound account of debates about the role of
religion today. There will be some use of relevant sociological sources, such as
concepts, theories and explanations. Answers will cover a range of points and show
a sound understanding of the issues raised by the question. An accurate but
underdeveloped account of the secularisation thesis would be worth up to 9 marks.
To go higher within this band, the account would need to be more detailed (for
example, through references to studies or countries or theories) and/or cover a
wider range of relevant points.
There is no requirement for assessment at this level although it may be present

12–16

Answers that fit this band will demonstrate a good understanding of debates about
the role of religion today. There will also be an assessment of the view on which the
question is based. Lower in the band, the assessment may be confined to a
juxtaposition of points for and against the secularisation thesis. To go higher, there
must be some explicit analysis of the claim that religion has no public significance
today.
Answers at this level must achieve three things:
First, there will be good sociological knowledge and understanding.
Second, the material used will be interpreted accurately and applied effectively to
answering the question.
Third, there must also be some evidence of assessment.
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(a) Explain the idea that religion is a form of false consciousness.
0–4

At this level, there may be little or no reference to relevant sociological sources.
Answers may rely on general knowledge and/or personal observation. Explanations
will be brief and cover only a narrow range of relevant points. An attempt to explain
the idea of false consciousness, with no clear links to religion, would be worth up to
2 marks. A few simple points about why religion might be seen as a form of false
consciousness would fit the higher part of the band.

5–9

At this level, there will be some use of relevant sociological sources, such as
concepts, theories and explanations. Answers will cover a range of points and show
a sound understanding of the issues raised by the question. A sound account of a
few reasons why religion might be seen as a form of false consciousness would be
worth up to 7 marks. To go higher, the account would need to be more detailed (for
example, by including appropriate references to Marxist theory or by good use of
examples) and/or cover a wider range of relevant points.

(b) ‘The growth of fundamentalist religions is a response to desacrilisation.’ Assess this
view.
0–6

At this level, there may be little or no reference to relevant sociological sources.
Answers may rely on general knowledge and/or personal observation. Explanations
will be brief and cover only a narrow range of relevant points. A few observations
about fundamentalism, with no links to desacrilisation, would be worth up to 3
marks. An attempt to explain what is meant by descacrilisation, with no clear links to
the growth of fundamentalist religions, would fit the higher part of the band.

7–11

Answers at this level will provide a sound account of debates about the growth of
fundamentalist religions and possible links to desacrilisation. There will be some use
of relevant sociological sources, such as concepts, theories and explanations.
Answers will cover a range of points and show a sound understanding of the issues
raised by the question. An accurate but underdeveloped account of a few ways in
which the growth of fundamentalist religions might be linked to descacrilisation
would be worth up to 9 marks. To go higher within this band, the account would
need to be more detailed (for example, by including references to relevant studies/
thinkers/ theories) and/or cover a wider range of relevant links between the growth
of fundamentalism and desacrilisation.
There is no requirement for assessment at this level although it may be present

12–16

Answers that fit this band will demonstrate a good understanding of debates about
the growth of fundamentalist religions and possible links to desacrilisation. There will
also be an assessment of the view on which the question is based. Lower in the
band, the assessment may rely on a juxtaposition of different explanations for the
growth of fundamentalism, including those which use the concept of desacrilisation.
To go higher, there must be some explicit assessment of the extent to which the
growth of fundamentalist religions is a response to desacrilisation.
Answers at this level must achieve three things:
First, there will be good sociological knowledge and understanding.
Second, the material used will be interpreted accurately and applied effectively to
answering the question.
Third, there must also be some evidence of assessment.
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