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Section A
Answer question 1.
The process by which individuals learn the culture of their society is known as socialisation. Primary
socialisation, probably the most important part of the socialisation process, takes place during the
early years of life, usually within the family. Learning plays an essential part in creating social beings
and this takes place primarily through interaction with others. At an early age individuals become aware
of the existence of others and take this knowledge into account as they form their own identities. Most
sociologists suggest that the identities that are formed during socialisation, far from being natural,
are linked to social roles and are thus socially constructed. For example, gender roles are shaped by
learning the forms of behaviour that are thought appropriate to one gender and inappropriate to the
other gender.
1

(a) What is meant by the term socially constructed ?

[2]

(b) Describe two ways in which the family contributes to the formation of gender roles.

[4]

(c) Explain how infants learn to interact with other people.

[8]

(d) Assess feminist explanations of gender differences.

[11]

Section B
Answer either question 2 or question 3.
2

‘The Marxist model of how society works has many limitations and few strengths.’ Explain and
assess this view.
[25]

3

‘All research methods have strengths, but they are most effective when combined together.’ Explain
and assess this view.
[25]

© UCLES 2014

9699/22/M/J/14

3
BLANK PAGE

© UCLES 2014

9699/22/M/J/14

4
BLANK PAGE

Permission to reproduce items where third-party owned material protected by copyright is included has been sought and cleared where possible. Every
reasonable effort has been made by the publisher (UCLES) to trace copyright holders, but if any items requiring clearance have unwittingly been included, the
publisher will be pleased to make amends at the earliest possible opportunity.
Cambridge International Examinations is part of the Cambridge Assessment Group. Cambridge Assessment is the brand name of University of Cambridge Local
Examinations Syndicate (UCLES), which is itself a department of the University of Cambridge.

© UCLES 2014

9699/22/M/J/14

