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Section A
Answer question 1.
1

In his 1949 study George Murdock claimed that some form of family existed in all societies. This
was based on his examination of 250 societies. Murdock defined the family as a social group
that shares a residence, co-operates economically and produces at least one child. This child (or
children) is the offspring, whether own or adopted, of two adults in an approved sexual relationship
who are from the social group. Within this definition Murdock allowed for a great deal of family
diversity in the structure of the social group. The smallest family group, as identified by Murdock, is
the nuclear family.
Murdock’s work has given rise to a great deal of debate within sociology as to whether the family is
universal or not and if households which do not fit into his definition can in fact be called families.
(a) What is meant by the term family diversity?

[2]

(b) Describe two examples of households which do not fit into Murdock’s definition of the family.
[4]
(c) Explain why the family may be changing in modern industrial societies.

[8]

(d) Assess the view that the nuclear family is the main type of family structure in all societies.
[11]

Section B
Answer either question 2 or question 3.
2

Explain and assess the view that families are no longer patriarchal in modern industrial societies.
[25]

3

Explain and assess the view that childhood is a time when children are free from the pressures of
adult life.
[25]

Permission to reproduce items where third-party owned material protected by copyright is included has been sought and cleared where possible. Every
reasonable effort has been made by the publisher (UCLES) to trace copyright holders, but if any items requiring clearance have unwittingly been included, the
publisher will be pleased to make amends at the earliest possible opportunity.
Cambridge International Examinations is part of the Cambridge Assessment Group. Cambridge Assessment is the brand name of University of Cambridge Local
Examinations Syndicate (UCLES), which is itself a department of the University of Cambridge.

© UCLES 2014

9699/12/M/J/14

